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and us. Finally, when they had drawn near, they
stopped to Consider us attentively. I was reassured
when I observed these Ceremonies, which with them
are performed only among friends; and much more
so when I saw them Clad in Cloth, for I judged
thereby that they were our allies. I therefore spoke
to them first, and asked them who they were. They
replied that they were Ilinois; and, as a token of
peace, they offered us their pipes to smoke. They
afterward invited us to enter their Village, where
all the people impatiently awaited us. These pipes
for smoking tobacco are called in This country
Calumets. This word has come so much Into use
that, in order to be understood, I shall be obliged to
use it, as I shall often have to mention these pipes.

SECTION §TH. HOW THE ILINOIS RECEIVED THE
FATHER IN THEIR VILLAGE.

AT the Door of the Cabin in which we were to be

received was an old man, who awaited us in a
rather surprising attitude, which constitutes a part
of the Ceremonial that they observe when they
receive Strangers. This man stood erect, and stark
naked, with his hands extended and lifted toward the
sun, As if he wished to protect himself from its rays,
which nevertheless shone upon his face through his
fingers. When we came near him, he paid us This
Compliment: ‘‘ How beautiful the sun is, O french-
man, when thou comest to visit us! All our village
awaits thee, and thou shalt enter all our Cabins in
peace.” Having said this, he made us enter his own,
in which were a crowd of people; they devoured us
with their eyes, but, nevertheless, observed profound
silence. We could, however, hear these words,



